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Unbiased news coverage is important,
but clear opinion writing has value for
your readers:

« Timeliness — the story is told as soon as * Uniqueness — the story covers something
possible unexpected or out of the ordinary (even if it
* Proximity — the story is important to happens every year)
members of the core audience (students, « Emotion —the story makes people feel
faculty and staff, parents, community something
members) « Celebrity —the story covers someone well-
» Impact — the topic changes something in the known to the audience (whether that’s
readers’ lives within your school or globally)

« Conflict —the topic is an issue about which
people hold different opinions




News/Feature Story Structure

In general stories follow a similar format

Basic structures:
 Inverted Pyramid

 Martini Glass
Additional facts « Kabob

More facts
Etc., Etc.

Most important facts

The lead

Anecdote

Nut graf

Meat
Meat
Meat
Anecdote

Chronology of events

Types of leads:

« Standard news lead

 Narrative / anecdotal lead

* Scene setter lead

« Blind lead

 Roundup lead

« Direct address lead

- Startling statement lead

 Wordplay

« Avoid Topical leads, Quote leads
and Question leads
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Three general types of opinion writing:

« Opinion columns — one person’s position on an issue that
impacts your audience, supported by evidence

- Editorials — the publication’s collective position on an issue that
impacts your audience, supported by evidence

* Reviews — one layperson’s recommendation about a product or
service, based on their experience




Standard 5-paragraph
essay format

Paragraph 1 introduces the issue and presents your
opinion as a thesis sentence

Paragraph 2 presents a sub-point that supports your
thesis (uses logic and verified evidence to prove it’s
correct)

Paragraphs 3 and 4 also support the thesis with
additional sub-points and evidence

Paragraph 5 concludes the essay by summarizing the
points, restating the thesis is a more concrete way and
leaving the reader with a call to action (what they or
those in power should do next to resolve the issue)

C 2% nerdpapers.com/blog/persuasive-essay-examples

Example 1 (APA Format): Should Internships Always Be Paid Positions?

Introduction (Thesis):

Internships are intended to prepare students for professional careers, but unpaid internships remain
widespread despite their inequities. Because unpaid positions disproportionately favor students who
can afford to work without compensation, internships should always be paid positions to ensure
fairness, access, and equity.

Body Paragraph 1- Equity & Access:

Unpaid internships systematically exclude students from low-income backgrounds who cannot afford to
forgo wages. NACE's position statement reports that paid interns on average receive 1.61 job offers,
whereas unpaid interns receive only 0.94 offers (NACE, 2022). This disparity shows how unpaid

internships give an unfair advantage to financially stable students (NACE, 2022).

Body Paragraph 2 - Value of Labor & Career Outcomes:

Interns perform tasks that contribute real value to research, administration, project work and deserve
fair compensation. Employers using paid internships often convert them to full-time roles. NACE data
notes that paid interns earn median starting salaries of $62,500, compared to $42,500 for unpaid
interns (NACE, 2022; NACE, 2025).

Counterargument & Rebuttal:

Critics argue that unpaid internships offer valuable experience and networking that justify nonpayment.
However, experience should not replace fair compensation. Paying interns doesn't diminish learning;
instead, it promotes dignity and inclusiveness.

Conclusion (Call to Action):

Internships should not be exclusive privileges for financially privileged students. Educational
institutions, employers, and policymakers must work together to standardize paid internships. Equitable
access to these opportunities ensures that talent, not financial background determines a student’s
professional path.

References (APA):

NACE. (2022). Unpaid internships and the need for federal action (Position Statement). NACE.
https://www.naceweb.org/about-us/advocacy/position-statements/position-statement-us-internships/
NACE. (2025). Guide to compensation for interns & co-ops. (Average hourly wage data)

https://naceweb.org/job-market/compensation/average-hourly-wage-for-interns-exceeds-23-dollars




Opinion Column Outline form

To help organize your thoughts, complete the following outline using complete sentences.

Topic:

Paragraph 1. Now, write about your topic as a thesis sentence - what's the point you want to make?

Paragraph 5. Say your main point a different way in one sentence that you can use as your summary.

Now add a “call to action” - what do you want people to do or think or be now that they’ve read your

viewpoint?

Paragraph 2. What's one fact or example that is a reason why you think your main thesis is correct?

Paragraph 3. What's another fact or example that is a reason why you think your main thesis is correct?

Paragraph 4. What's one more fact or example thatis a reason why you think your main thesis is correct?

Now type up this list of sentences as separate
paragraphs, and rearrange them in numerical
order Paragraph 1 through 5.

As an outline, it looks like this:

|. Topic/angle (like a thesis statement) stated as a sentence.
A. first supporting point
1. sub point
2. sub point, etc.
B. second supporting point
1. sub point
2. sub point
3. subpoint, etc.
C. third supporting point
1. sub point, etc.
Il. Conclusion - restate your position as a complete sentence.

Then expand each sentence into a full
paragraph. You can add more paragraphs
with quotes, statistics or anecdotal stories

that support your main points or make
additional supportive points, but you should
use at least these three.

Then proofread your column. Read it out
loud. Have someone else read it - someone
who agrees with your point of view, and
someone you know will disagree. Check
grammar. Check logic. Have you proven your
point? Are you sure you made a point? Ask
those people who proofread it what point
they thought you made; if they don’t know,
you need to rewrite.

Outline your
thoughts
In this format




Look for examples of successful opinions

ffice staff rush around as dozens of unnecessary distractions created by food be focused on school security. However, many students argue that
0 delivery orders arrive at the school, delivery. The distraction of office staff creates food delivery supplies them with the capa-
the overwhelmed staff work to let Allowing unknown visitors to enter more safety concerns as they are not able to  bility to order healthier options. In reality,
DoorDash and UberEATS drivers in and the school in order to deliver food creates properly monitor who is leaving and enter-  this only applies to a very small portion of
out of the school to deliver students their an unnecessary risk. The security of the ing the school. Instituting the ban on food the student body. Most students order fast
lunches. This chaotic scene was the stateof  school is a main concern for both students  delivery will allow the office staff to main-  food because they would prefer to not eat
the front office last week as more and more  and staff. The safety of students is a much tain a safe and secure school. school [unch.
students have started ordering lunch from  higher priority than students’ ability to Another major concern of allowing food While students’ concerns about school
third party delivery services. order food because they don't want to eat delivery is the distraction it poses to stu- lunch are valid and the school should work
Principal Jessica Laske has proposeda  school lunch. Administration is right to take  dents learning. Allowing students to leave to increase food options, they should not
ban on food delivery services at the school ~ steps to ensure students safety as it should  classin order to pick up food means they are  risk school security to do it. The school must
to ensure school safety. This comes after a be a top priority of the school. missing important instruction time. continue to be a safe place for learning.
delivery driver entered the school last week Food delivery services also overwhelm English teacher Silpa Sarpa has noticed  Allowing food delivery puts students’ safety
and classes were put into lockdown until the the office staff, taking focus away from their  her students leaving in the middle of her at risk and distracts them from necessary
person could be removed by law enforce- jobs. The recent security concern was due to  instruction and returning with food. This learning.
ment. office staff being distracted by an excess of  means students are missing up to 15 minutes
This new ban will help to maintain food delivery. It is not the office staffs jobto  of important class time. Time that should be
a safe school environment and eliminate manage students’ food orders, they should  spent learning.

1st Place — Class 5A 6A

Editorial Writing
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Maddie Martin
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Support quality writing EX
with strong visuals

 lllustrations
 Infographics

- Editorial cartoons
 Photos

 Editorials — typically unsigned
« Columns - typically include the photo and/or contact
info for the individual writer




Use language
to make your

words resonate

This sentence has five words. Here are five more words.
Five-word sentences are fine. But several together become
monotonous. Listen to what is happening. The writing is
getting boring. The sound of it drones. It's like a stuck record.
The ear demands some variety.

Now listen. | vary the sentence length, and | create music.
Music. The writing sings. It has a pleasant rhythm, a lilt, a
harmony. | use short sentences. And | use sentences of
medium length. And sometimes when | am certain the reader
is rested, | will engage him with a sentence of considerable
length, a sentence that burns with energy and builds with all
the impetus of a crescendo, the roll of the drums, the crash of
the cymbals—sounds that say listen to this, it is important.

So write with a combination of short, medium, and long
sentences. Create a sound that pleases the reader's ear. Don't
just write words. Write music.

-Gary Provost



Additional resources for review writing

 International Movie Database: « All Music:



https://www.imdb.com/
https://www.allmusic.com/
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