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Unbiased news coverage is important, 
but clear opinion writing has value for 
your readers: 

• Timeliness – the story is told as soon as 

possible

• Proximity – the story is important to 

members of the core audience (students, 

faculty and staff, parents, community 

members)

• Impact – the topic changes something in the 

readers’ lives

• Conflict – the topic is an issue about which 

people hold different opinions

• Uniqueness – the story covers something 

unexpected or out of the ordinary (even if it 

happens every year)

• Emotion – the story makes people feel 

something

• Celebrity – the story covers someone well-

known to the audience (whether that’s 

within your school or globally)



In general stories follow a similar format
Basic structures:

• Inverted Pyramid

• Martini Glass

• Kabob

Types of leads:

• Standard news lead

• Narrative / anecdotal lead

• Scene setter lead

• Blind lead

• Roundup lead

• Direct address lead

• Startling statement lead

• Wordplay

• Avoid Topical leads, Quote leads 

and Question leads

News/Feature Story Structure



Three general types of opinion writing:
• Opinion columns – one person’s position on an issue that 

impacts your audience, supported by evidence

• Editorials – the publication’s collective position on an issue that 

impacts your audience, supported by evidence

• Reviews – one layperson’s recommendation about a product or 

service, based on their experience



Standard 5-paragraph 
essay format

• Paragraph 1 introduces the issue and presents your 

opinion as a thesis sentence

• Paragraph 2 presents a sub-point that supports your 

thesis (uses logic and verified evidence to prove it’s 

correct)

• Paragraphs 3 and 4 also support the thesis with 

additional sub-points and evidence

• Paragraph 5 concludes the essay by summarizing the 

points, restating the thesis is a more concrete way and 

leaving the reader with a call to action (what they or 

those in power should do next to resolve the issue)



Outline your 

thoughts 

in this format



Look for examples of successful opinions



Support quality writing 
with strong visuals

• Illustrations

• Infographics

• Editorial cartoons

• Photos

• Editorials – typically unsigned

• Columns – typically include the photo and/or contact 

info for the individual writer



Use language 

to make your 

words resonate



Additional resources for review writing

• International Movie Database: 

https://www.imdb.com/

• All Music: 

https://www.allmusic.com/

https://www.imdb.com/
https://www.allmusic.com/



